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New Paltz’s Rae Policastro is Ulster County School Bus 
Driver of the Year 

 
NEW PALTZ – New Paltz Central School District (NPCSD) bus driver Raffeala 

“Rae” Policastro likes to get flowers and smiles on the job, but she recently earned an 

even bigger honor for her hard work and dedication. 

Rae has been named Ulster County School Bus Driver of the Year by the Mid-

Hudson Transportation Supervisors Association. The award is given in recognition of 

the skilled and dedicated drivers who safely transport thousands of Ulster County 

students to and from school every day.  

An 11-year veteran driver, Rae has worked for New Paltz since 2007 and for a 

private contract bus company for four years prior to that. After losing her job in the 

printing industry in 2002, she decided that being a school bus driver would be a good 

second career. 

“I like to drive and I can talk to kids better than adults,” she said.  

It’s a good thing she likes to drive, because on her current runs to New Paltz 

High School and Lenape Elementary School, Rae logs about 12,000 miles behind the 

wheel every year.  

In addition to making sure students get to school safely, bus drivers are also the 

first person from the District that many students interact with every day. And it’s a 

moment that Rae enjoys.  
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“I like when I get dandelions from the kids in the summer,” she said. “It’s so nice 

to see them smile in the morning. Kids are awesome.” 

NPCSD Dispatcher Jean Bain said Rae has taught her a lot about making a 

connection with students. 

“Rae is very good with her kids and very thorough in her job,” Jean said. “We’re 

very proud of her. Knowing her has been a pleasure and a learning experience for me.”  

New Paltz Superintendent Maria Rice said the honor reflects well on both Rae 

and the District’s entire transportation department. 

“Our students are precious cargo and their safety, both on the bus and in the 

classroom, is our top priority,” Rice said. “Rae is an outstanding driver who truly cares 

about children. We are all very proud of her and congratulate her on a well-deserved 

honor.” 

When NPCSD Transportation Director Maureen Ryan called Rae over spring 

break to let her know she had been selected as School Bus Driver of the Year, Rae said 

the news made her “very emotional.” 

“I’m so thrilled,” she said. “It’s very exciting.” 

When she’s not driving a school bus, Rae, mom to a 20-year-old son, can be 

found reading current affairs magazines and action novels. In good weather, she hits 

the road on her Kawasaki motorcycle, often accompanied by fellow bus drivers who 

also ride. 

Rae said that having her colleagues support her is part of what makes working in 

New Paltz so enjoyable. “It’s such a team effort,” she said.  
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